
Columbia City Council – Work Session Minutes 
Thursday, October 5, 6:00 p.m. 

Fourth Floor Conference Room, Daniel Boone Building 
 

Council Members present:  Mayor Hindman, Chris Janku, Bob Hutton, Jim Loveless, Laura 
Nauser and Barbara Hoppe 
 
Council Members absent: Almeta Crayton 
 
City Manager Bill Watkins and other city staff members were present. 

 
 
The City Manager reviewed the following items: 
 
Saturday, October 7: Fall Vision Festivals at Douglass High School and Smithton Middle 
School from 11am to 2pm; Gentry Middle School from 3-6pm. 
 
Monday, October 9:  6pm work session – topics:  763 and Planned Districts; followed by a 
Special Meeting at 7pm to receive public input on the smoking ordinance. 
 
Wednesday, October 25, open house public meeting, 4-7pm, Oakland Junior High School 
Cafeteria.  Council asked that we coordinate with MoDOT notification of surrounding property 
owners. 
 
Stormwater status 
 
John Glascock provided an update of the storm water manual and ordinance.  A copy of Mr. 
Glascock’s powerpoint presentation is on file in the City Manager’s Office. 
 
Mr. Glascock also presented a map (Stormwater concerns 2004-2006) which showed what 
we’re doing now is not working.  The map outlined years 2004, 2005, and 2006 – red dots 
represent house flooding and the blue dots represent road flooding, erosion and yard 
flooding. 
 
It was pointed out that the Council needed to revisit the “grading” ordinance. 
 
Council asked if the manual addressed the sensitive areas.  Staff is preparing an inventory of 
the sensitive areas, those requiring special attention, and ideas on how to handle those 
areas.  General parameters will need to be agreed on.  The Council asked for this 
information at the retreat and the City Manager indicated it was on the Council’s schedule to 
review some time in November. 
 
Mr. Janku referred to a Philadelphia program.  He suggested 1-2 projects that could be 
funded through an annual amount set aside during the budget.  Those projects could be joint 
school projects. 
 
Mr. Watkins pointed out that how we fund the storm water utility will be a major issue.  As the 
map indicates, the problems are not just old – it’s old and new construction and it’s all across 
the community. 
 



Mr. Watkins indicated staff will prepare a status report on the ballot issue projects. 
 
Finally, Mr. Glascock reviewed the process for moving the new manual and ordinance 
forward.  We will seek a recommendation from the Task Force, in the next 30 days, which 
can then be forwarded to Council.  
 
Nuisance property revisions 
 
Mr. Watkins indicated that the nuisance party ordinance would be introduced at the October 
16 Council meeting. 
 
Mr. Boeckmann indicated that since the last work session, he has met with the prosecutor 
and Health Department representatives to discuss what, if any, additional changes were 
needed.  Mr. Boeckmann reviewed some of the items that were discussed – operating a 
junkyard and penalties.  Operating junkyards will be addressed through the existing 
ordinances.  It was suggested that Council may wish to consider to increasing penalty 
provisions because penalties for some fines are low. 
 
Council discussed how to best handle those properties with an accumulation of lots of junk.  
Mr. Boeckmann indicated that violations of the aesthetic ordinance can be handled through 
the abatement procedure. 
 
Mayor felt there needed to be an ordinance addressing vacant, abandoned properties.  He 
indicated he had some information on what other cities were doing and would forward this 
information to staff. 
 
Mayor also expressed concerns regarding criminal activity, prostitution and drugs.  He 
understands these activities are hard to prove, but he feels we need to define nuisance more 
broadly to address these concerns. 
 
Council asked staff to bring forward the chronic nuisance ordinance and continue to look at 
improvements.  There was a suggestion to change time to 120 days.  Add certified mail 
provision to nuisance party and property ordinances. 
 
Commercial lighting ordinance 
 
Mr. Teddy provided an update on the commercial lighting ordinance.  He indicated that the 
Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the ordinance at a work session tonight and 
made further changes to the ordinance.  Mr. Teddy reviewed the contents of the proposed 
ordinance. 
 
Council suggested a review of billboard lighting.  Council also asked that we take the 
necessary steps toward toning down what we got and provide alternatives for how we might 
grandfather. 
 
Commercial lighting report will be placed on the October 16th Council agenda followed by 
introduction of an ordinance at the November 1 Council meeting. 

 



Downtown sign/awning status 
 
Mr. Teddy provided an update on the downtown sign/awning.  The Planning and Zoning 
Commission approved the proposed ordinance 5-3 with four recommended changes.  Mr. 
Teddy explained what the ordinance will do. 
 
Downtown sign/awning report will be placed on the October 16th Council agenda followed by 
introduction of an ordinance at the November 1 Council meeting. 
 
Sidewalk funding/master plan 
 
The City Manager reviewed the two basic issues:  financing – how funded and who pays; and 
sidewalk master plan update, including what the schools have requested. 
 
Mr. Teddy provided a recap of where we are on this issue.  He indicated staff has reviewed 
the list of sidewalk variances back to 1999.  He estimated 55 variances of different types 
have been granted in the last approximately 7 ½ years. 
 
Mr. Teddy provided an update on the Safe Routes to School Program.  Applications are 
being accepted beginning November 1 followed by a January 31, 2007 deadline.  Staff will 
coordinate efforts with the school district. 
 
Council discussed repair and replacement of sidewalks which needs further review; such as, 
100% paid by the city.  Downtown sidewalk funding – willing to go 50/50.  Will need to review 
sidewalk possibilities at the library site (Atkins property). 
 
 


